
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  Community Support Advisory Council (CSAC) West 

 OVERCOMERS
Support Group Meeting 

December  2015                                                     FOOTSTEPS                                          12th Edition    

 
OVERCOMERS SUPPORT GROUP 

 
Holiday Schedule 

 
Thursday Dec 24th Closed 

Thursday Dec 31st 1:00p to 3:00p 
 

Sign in at 2:30PM 
For Free Haircuts 

 
Topic and Discussion Group 

3:00 to 4:30pm 

 
Sign in by 2:45pm for Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Community Re Entry & 

Employment Center 
5816 W Division St, Chg 

773-786-0226 
 

Overcomers Updates:    
 
December is the month we celebrate Christmas and all the hope it symbolizes, whether 
you identify with the Nativity story of a baby’s birth changing the world or believe that 
December is a month that ushers in a New Year with new opportunities  to achieve good 
goals;  the theme of is one of an Overcomer story. 
 
What began as an angel guiding young Mary to “fear not” and announce she would carry 
a child unmarried. Or Joseph overcoming his doubt of Mary’s circumstance and protect 
her from being stoned by marrying her.  This family had to overcome financial stress and 
journey to Bethlehem to pay taxes with little resources for the journey. They had to 
endure homelessness at the time that Mary would deliver her first born and overcome 
rejection of the many doors remaining closed to them.   
 
They had to overcome their egos and settle for a stable with course hay and smelly 
animals to bring the child into the world. The shepherds had to overcome their awe and 
disbelief as the heavenly host of angels lit the sky as if daytime and beckoned them to 
leave their own  flocks and risk losing their sheep. 
 
The wise men had to overcome King Herods manipulation for them to find the baby that 
everyone felt was a threat to his power and the violence that greed and anger was 
brewing in his heart. The wise men had to overcome their own feelings and thoughts and 
warn Joseph and Mary of the pending doom. 
 
Jesus had to overcome the birth process, become human, endure all the physical and 
emotional stages of pain, fear and yet he was the light of the world. He changed the 
darkness of mankind to hear the message of LOVE and Hope not for just one day out of 
the year but each day he walked the earth. 
 
So the next time life feels like life is impossible and you feel like you cannot overcome 
problems or issues, remember the Christmas story; and the purpose of the season. 
 
To celebrate the coming of the LIGHT & LOVE of the world with whom we can 
Overcome! 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Overcomer Team George S., 
Barbara T., and Chef Vedell 
  

Community Support Advisory Council 
(CSAC) Purpose: is to help ex‐ 
offenders to become productive 
members of their communities and to 
lead crime‐free, drug‐free lives and, 
thus, keep them from re‐offending. 
CSACs serve as community organizers 
and advocates to bring together area 
partners to ensure a successful 
transition of ex‐offenders released 
from the correctional centers into the 
community. The overall goal is to 
reduce crime, reduce recidivism and 
improve the quality of life in these 
communities. 
http://www2.illinois.gov/idoc/commu
nityresources/Pages/CSAC.aspx) 

Resources 

Because the holidays can be so 
lonely for some and depression is 

often magnified, merely being 
there for someone and showing 

him/her love and affection is 
saying a lot. Shadonna Richards 

A Gift of Hope 

Help is available now, and 
24 hours a day. CALL NOW. 

Suicide Prevention- (1-800-
273-8255) 
NAMI HELPLINE (312) 563-
0445. 

Depression Hotline (630) 
482-9696 

DHS-311- Emergency shelter 
or crisis 


